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JOHN HERBERT CLAIBORNE, the New 
York ophthalmologist, died in New 
York City on May 27, of heart disease. 
He was born at Louisburg, N. C , June 
29, 1861, son of John Herbert Clai-

gist to the Flushing Hospital and Dis
pensary, assistant surgeon to the New 
Amsterdam Eye and Ear Hospital, 
clinical instructor in surgery, ophthal
mic department of the Cornell Univer-

Daniel Buttrick Smith, 1840-1922 
(See p. 844) 

borne, M.D., and Sara Joseph Alston 
Claiborne. His medical degree was re
ceived at the University of Virginia, in 
1883. He at no time practiced general 
medicine, but, settling in New York 
City, began at once to treat diseases 
of the eye. He became ophthalmolo-

sity Medical College, and assistant to 
the chair of ophthalmology in Colum
bia University. He was a member of 
the New York Ophthalmological So
ciety, the American Academy of Oph
thalmology and Oto-Laryngology, and 
the American Ophthalmological So-
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ciety. He was line captain, 12th N. Y. 
Vols., in the Spanish-American war. 
He wrote a good deal, perhaps his best 
known productions being "Theory and 
Practice of the Ophthalmoscope" and 
"The Functional Examination of the 
Eye." 

Dr. Claiborne was a man of medium 
height and weight, of dark complexion, 
smooth-faced, and with very dark 
brown eyes and black hair. He was 
courteous and affable. Dr. Claiborne 
married, April 16, 1901, his cousin, 
Marie Louise Claiborne, of New Or
leans, La., who survived him. By her 
he had one child, John Herbert Clai
borne, Jr., now a student at Lafayette 
College. T. H. S. 

ALBERTO DEL MONTE, after having 
spent much time in the study of his
tology and pathology under Palladino 
and Armanni, took up ophthalmology 
under de Vincentiis, in the Naples 
Clinic, where he continued to work un
til his death. Besides an active life as 
a clinician, he made numerous contri
butions to the literature of ophthalmol
ogy. His first writings were on patho
logic and bacteriologic subjects ; for ex
ample, The Biology of the Xerosis Ba
cillus, Petrifying Conjunctivitis, The 
Study of Amyloid Degeneration of the 
Lids and Conjunctiva. Other later 
works concerned black cataract, chan
croid of the conjunctiva, ocular com
plications of variola; and a very com
plete work on chalazion, some results 
of which he intended to present at the 
Washington Congress. The last years 
of his life saw the completion of some 
important work along more general 
lines on the biology and physiology of 
the blood. He was an active collabora
tor in the Archivio di Ottalmologia. 

SGROSSO, tr. by S. R. G. 

DANIEL BUTTRKK SMITH, a well 
known teacher of ophthalmology at 
several medical schools, died on May 
19, at his home, 1793 Coventry Road, 
Cleveland Heights, Ohio, at the age of 
82 years. He was in practice until six 

weeks before his death, thereby com
pleting fifty-five years of active work 
in his profession. 

He was born at Middlebury, near 
Akron, O., April 30, 1840. When he 
was fourteen years of age his family 
moved to Oberlin. After being gradu
ated from college there in 1860, he be
came principal of a school at Wabash, 
Ind. His medical degree was received 
at the Charity Hospital Medical Col
lege, Cleveland, in 1867. For a time 
he studied the eye, ear, throat and skin 
at Berlin and Vienna. 

Returning to Cleveland, he prac
ticed general medicine from 1867 to 
1880, for the first few years of this 
time in association with Dr. G. C. E. 
Weber. During nearly the whole 
period of his general practice, he was 
personal physician to Amasa Stone, 
founder of Adelbert College of West
ern Reserve University. He was for a 
long time ophthalmic surgeon to the 
Big Four Railroad. For fifty years he 
was on the staffs of the Lakeside, 
Charity, City, Cleveland General and 
St. Luke's Hospitals. During forty-
five years he taught at medical col
leges, including the Charity Hospital 
Medical School, the Cleveland College 
of Physicians and Surgeons, and the 
Western Reserve School. It is said 
that he aided in the education of more 
than 10,000 doctors. Tho he taught 
so long, he wrote little. 

Dr. Smith was a man of large, ath
letic build, inclined to stoutness, of 
florid complexion, and with light brown 
eyes and white hair. His customary 
facial expression was one of keen, 
quick observation, kindly good humor, 
and a strong will. He was a collector 
of books, coins and postage stamps, 
and an ardent lover of horses. l ie was 
often a member of the Cleveland Board 
of Education, and was once its presi
dent. He married, Nov. 17, 1868, Miss 
Jeanette Chiday, who died in 1914. Dr. 
Smith leaves no kin. T. H. S. 




